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Marching for justice and an end to poverty in Fresno, Calif. photo/mike Rhodes 
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Subprime mortgages: 

Gateway to 
homelessness 



The foreclosure crisis engulfing the 
country threatens to swell the numbers 
of homeless by hundreds of thousands. 
Millions of Americans are faced with 
the threat of losing their homes due to 
skyrocketing rises in interest rates on 
mortgage loans. 

In 2006 1.2 million foreclosures were 
reported, an increase of 42 percent over 
2005. It is estimated that over the next 
two years there will be 2.2 million 
foreclosures, costing homeowners $164 
billion. 

How is this devastation to be ex¬ 
plained? The corporate controlled me¬ 
dia would have us believe that the crisis 
is only the fault of unscrupulous real es¬ 
tate brokers bilking Americans with bad 
credit. The media also employ the old 
“blame the victim” tactic, citing the 
“greed” of the consumer as a factor. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The mortgage crisis is the result 
of the “Subprime mortgage” scam con¬ 
cocted by giant financial corporations. 

Subprime mortgages were created by 
profit hungry banking and mortgage in¬ 
dustries to suck up the earnings of 
working class Americans chasing the il¬ 
lusion of the “American Dream.” 

For example, in 2006 60 percent of 
all foreclosures were in the so-called 
“Subprime Mortgage Market.” It com¬ 


prised only a quarter (25 percent) of the 
total mortgage market. 

What is a “Subprime” mortgage? 
Taking advantage of historically low in¬ 
terest rates, large investment banks and 
mortgage lenders created “Subprime 
loans,” which were nothing more than a 
set of predatory lending practices and 
loan sharking tactics designed to entrap 
millions of Americans into billions of 
dollars of suffocating debt. 

Interest rates were kept artificially 
low for the first 2 to 5 years of a mort¬ 
gage. After this period, the loan’s inter¬ 
est rate is “reset” to levels substantially 
higher than the federal prime rate. 

By these means, the financial corpo¬ 
rations expanded the mortgage market 


We have all seen heart- 
wrenching stories of 
people who have lost 
their homes due to the 
loss of a job or illness. 
Now, to these numbers 
must be added millions 
of Americans victimized 
by the Subprime scam. 


by hundreds of billions of dollars in a 
little over a decade. Todal Subprime 
mortgages grew from $65 billion in 
1995 to $1.2 trillion in 2006, or from 
under 8 percent to about 23 percent of 
the total mortgage market. 

As astonishing as these figures are, 
they do not capture the depth of the hu¬ 
man suffering being generated by this 
crisis. We have all seen heart-wrench¬ 
ing stories of people who have lost their 
homes due to the loss of a job or illness. 
Now, to these numbers must be added 
millions of Americans victimized by 
the Subprime scam. 

The next two years will see a dramat¬ 
ic rise in the number of foreclosures. 
This is because Subprime mortgages 
payments will rise 30 to 80 percent or 
more as loans are “reset” above current 
interest rates. For many of the working 


poor, monthly mortgage payments will 
exceed monthly take home pay. 

It is apparent that the Subprime mort¬ 
gage “crisis” is but one more symptom 
of a failing economic system that is im¬ 
poverishing ever wider sections of the 
working class. An immediate result of 
the crisis will be a substantial rise in the 
number of homeless. The ranks of the 
destitute will be swelled enormously 
by the homeless with jobs. 

What must be done to bring an end to 
this destruction of hopes and dreams of 
a better life? The answer is clear; the 
workers must join in the growing move¬ 
ment to take over the giant corporations 
and put them under the control of the 
people. Only in this way can homeless¬ 
ness be eliminated through providing 
suitable housing for all based solely on 
need. 
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Demand government 
provide homes for homeless 


COVER STORY 


Most Americans probably regard 
themselves as a generous and compas¬ 
sionate people. So why do we allow 
people to be homeless in the richest na¬ 
tion on earth, especially women and 
children? 

Every state surveyed in recent years 
reported increasing demand for services 
for the homeless; most cite the growing 
needs of homeless families with chil¬ 
dren. It’s estimated that at least 1.35 
million children are homeless in any 
given year. Families with children are 
among the fastest growing segments of 
the homeless population. Forty-two per¬ 
cent of homeless children are under 6 
years old. 

Some 40 percent of the homeless are 
families, and the population of home¬ 
less families has increased by 35 per¬ 
cent since 1989. Between 70 and 90 
percent of homeless families in Ameri¬ 
ca are headed by women. Eighty-nine 
percent of the homeless mothers have 
been physically and/or sexually abused. 

It is morally unacceptable for even 
one person to be homeless in America, 
but the homelessness of families is per¬ 
haps the worst example of the immoral¬ 
ity of the market economy. How can we 
tolerate this? How can we abandon 
women to the streets to be raped or 
forced into prostitution? How can we 
leave young children in the streets and 
the dangerous shelter system, deprived 
of education and health care, and 
robbed of their childhood? 

Enough is enough! It’s time we de¬ 
mand that the government outlaw 
homelessness and take responsibility 



Public housing residents in February reoccupied their homes in New Orleans’ C.J. 
Peete Public Housing Complex to challenge HUD plans to demolish the units. 
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for providing housing for everyone who 
needs it, regardless of ability to pay. 
Other countries have passed laws mak¬ 
ing housing an enforceable right. Scot¬ 
land is one example. And in France in 
recent months, the homeless and their 
supporters took their case to the streets, 
and they got a response. Beginning at 
Christmas, they set up tent cities in the 
middle of Paris and a dozen other cities, 
demanding that the government act to 
house them. They invited people who 
had homes to come out and sleep along¬ 
side them in the tents, and hundreds did 
so. Homeless people moved into the top 
five floors of an empty bank building in 
Paris, declaring it the “Ministry of Cri¬ 


sis Housing.” 

Faced with public support for the 
homeless, the prime minister was 
forced to propose a new law making 
housing a legal right for at least some 
sections of the population. Under the 
proposed plan, by the end of 2008 the 
state would be legally bound to provide 
housing for the most disadvantaged, in¬ 
cluding single mothers and people 
forced to live in unsafe housing. The 
law would apply to everyone by 2012. 
The prime minister called for the con¬ 
struction of 120,000 housing units a 
year through 2012. 

It’s only a start, and still only promises 
— France’s homeless say they will stay 


on guard until they actually get 
housing. But it shows what can 
be done through people find¬ 
ing their true morality, and be¬ 
ing willing to struggle. 
America’s homeless are al¬ 
ready fighting for their rights, 
and have been for years. Their 
struggle is moving to a new 
stage today, and every worker 
must stand alongside them. 

Surely we can do at least as 
well in America as they are 
doing in France. The $410 bil¬ 
lion spent on the Iraq war so 
far could build more than 3.6 
million housing units. We have 
the money, we just have to 
force the government to do 
what is right — provide a 
home for everyone who needs 
one. 

Homelessness is simply the 
worst expression of the poverty 
being produced by a failing 
market economy. People are 
becoming homeless because 
workers are losing their jobs to high 
technology. Having no job in a market 
economy means you can end up home¬ 
less, even though there is plenty of 
housing. We could easily house every¬ 
one, but the market economy stands in 
the way. The basic demand of the poor 
is clear: distribute things according to 
need. By standing alongside the poorest 
among us and uniting with their de¬ 
mands, we can reclaim our real morali¬ 
ty and put our country on a course to 
truly becoming a country of, by and for 
the people. 
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The idolatry 
of capitalism 

By Rev. Bruce Wright, MA, 
DMin., CPAC, MAC 


There is today a new form of Idol 
worship that exists in Churches and in¬ 
stitutions of Faith. It is the worship of 
Capitalism as an almost sacred thing. 
We have been told that Capitalism is 
God’s way of bringing prosperity and 
health to all peoples of faith. The shop¬ 
ping mall is becoming the new house of 


worship and Churches, particularly the 
“megachurch,” are looking more and 
more like the mall, with food courts, 
small stores, and coffee bars in the front 
lobby. The new form of liturgy is use of 
the ATM machine, where one can get 
anything he or she needs simply by 
putting their wish into the machine 
through their card. The new icons of 
this “Faith” are billboards and advertis¬ 
ing. We are told that the “Gospel” of 
Global Capitalism can bring prosperity 
to all, when in reality it is destroying lo¬ 
cal economies and leading humanity 
down the path to a race to the bottom. 

From the pulpit, we are told that pri¬ 
vate property is God’s gift to all through 


the Corporations. That the only way to 
ensure that everyone gets what they need 
is to support the right of Corporations 
and individuals to have “runaway” prof¬ 
its and to trust that they will use their 
profits to help those they deem as “wor¬ 
thy” poor. We are told that the “Ameri¬ 
can Dream” can be had by anyone who 
tries hard enough and God will bless 
them if they do. One need only look at 
the growth of reality shows and game 
shows to see how the corporate media is 
still trying to get the American people to 
hold out hope that they can be the next 
American Idol, or get their dream house 
or win the money they need to prosper. 

This idea is not new however. Jesus 


himself was tempted with power, money, 
and wealth in his temptation in the 
wilderness. He was told to just bow 
down to greed, mammon, the devil, Cap¬ 
ital, and then he would truly be the 
“Messiah.” Jesus refused this because he 
recognized that this would only benefit 
him and that everyone else would be 
subservient. So instead he lived his life 
identifying with the struggle of the poor, 
and calls us to do the same. He calls us to 
take our cue and leadership from this 
class of the poor, to recognize that this 
growing new class is where his heart is, 
and that it is not with “the Captains of In¬ 
dustry” who function as the new priests 
of this idolatrous religion of Capitalism. 


Detroit Activist Arrested for ‘Grape Throwing’ 

School board votes to close 34 schools 


By Sandy Reid 


"I was arrested for disturbing the 
peace at a Detroit School Board Meet¬ 
ing for allegedly throwing a grape at 
Joyce Hayes-Giles, a school board 
member," said Agnes Hitchcock, organ¬ 
izer of the Call 'Em-Out Coalition in 
Detroit, Michigan. The organization 
works to hold elected officials account¬ 
able. Giles sought to have Hitchcock 
charged with assault. She claimed to 
have been injured. But Hitchcock, asks, 
"How are you going to go to court and 
say someone tried to murder or assault 
you with a grape? I am asking for a jury 
trial. And, I'm requesting that the trial 
be in the Detroit, and that I have a jury 
of my peers." 

The School Board meeting was vot¬ 
ing to close 34 public schools in De¬ 
troit. This is in addition to the more 



than 25 schools that have already been 
closed. Hitchcock says, "In an effort to 
turn Detroit into a Charter School Capi¬ 
tol, they are closing Detroit Public 
Schools. The mayor said during his 
State of the City Address that he was 
working on opening 45 charter and pri¬ 
vate schools." 

“They are already selling the public 
school buildings — renting them out for 
$500 a crack. When you rent a public 
school building out to an individual, 
who’s to say they won’t open a charter 
school? If you close a public school and 
open a charter school in the same build¬ 
ing, the parents for convenience will 
have the children in that school. Charter 
Schools are businesses supported by 
state education funds that would nor¬ 
mally go to public schools. So if you 
keep doing this, it weakens the public 
school system,” she explained. “Charter 
schools are for-profit schools and 
most don’t have libraries, or sports 


teams. Scholarship opportunities are al¬ 
most non-existent. In testing they fare 
worse than public schools,” said Hitch¬ 
cock. 

“When a school board representative 
tries to get someone charged with a 
felonious assault and battery charge — 
when you go to that extreme — it’s a 
piling on of retribution,” said Marian 
Kramer, from the Michigan Welfare 
Rights Union. “First they gave Agnes a 
$3500 blight ticket. This was after the 
city halted bulk pick up! That is piling 
on and targeting. Agnes is being target¬ 
ed for being an activist. It is amazing 
how they are using her as a springboard 
on everyone else that might confront 
their authority. They are making an ex¬ 
ample of her.” 

The Detroit school closures have 
sparked an effort to confront the School 
Board. "A host of people are signing up 
to run for the Detroit Board of Educa¬ 
tion," said Marian Kramer. "One of the 



Call ‘Em Out protests outside the 
home of Detroit Councilman Kwame 
Kenyatta. photo/call ‘em out 

schools is Northern High School, the 
school that back in the 1960's saw one 
of the first student walkouts. Ironically, 
it was where the first Freedom Schools 
in the city of Detroit were set up." 

Email CallemOut@aol.com for more 
information. 
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TAKE THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST HOMELESSNESS 


The People’s Tribune dedicates these pages to the struggle for a new America where everyone will have a decent place to 
lay their head. As the cities restructure around the global economy and corporate profits, government has launched a war 
on the poor. Homelessness today is the starkest indictment of capitalism. It is incurable under this system. It results from 
the elimination of jobs due to automation. These jobs are gone forever. We encourage you to discuss the proposals put 
forth on these pages and send us your ideas. We think that the first step is to use the power of society to compel the gov¬ 
ernment to nationalize public housing and provide homes for everyone in need. Ultimately, the solution is the reorganiza¬ 
tion of society based on distribution of the abundance by need. — From the Editors 


St. Petersburg homeless fight prison-like treatment 



Rev. Bruce Wright addressing the crowd at the 11/24/06 homeless 
rally in St. Petersburg. 


By Rev. Bruce Wright, MA 
DMIn., CPAC, MAC 


The struggle for the rights of the 
homeless goes on in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. It seems that an all-out war 
against the homeless has begun. 

The City’s attempt to solve the 
homeless “problem” has been to 
not only create ordinances, and step 
up Police harassment, but to create 
their own Tent City, ironically 
called “New Hope Village.” It is 
anything, but new hope! This City- 
run “Tent City” requires that all 
homeless people have their picture 
ID taken, wear wrist bands and go 
through a check point everytime 
they check back in. There is a 24- 
hour Police presence and all visi¬ 
tors must be checked in and 
approved. They are only allowed to 
visit residents in a designated area, 
similar to jail visits. One young 
lady, who was a resident at this site, 
reports that many feel like they are 
in a prison. 

Violence against the homeless 
community has also increased. In 
the last few months, more than 10 
homeless individuals have been at¬ 
tacked by various groups of people, 
and in some cases severely beaten. 
Additionally, three homeless peo¬ 
ple have been murdered, one just a 


few weeks ago. There is a great 
deal of fear in the beleaguered com¬ 
munity and a real sense of betrayal 
towards the City. 

When residents are placed some¬ 
where, often they are only given a 
one-month voucher and placed in 
hotels where they have no tenant 
rights, and can be easily thrown 
out, thus leaving them with no re¬ 
sources to fight this move. 

Lastly, the City continues to 


PHOTO/CAROL SCHIFFLER 

refuse to give a permit for Lake- 
wood United Church of Christ to 
set up tents for the homeless. So, 
the homeless-led and governed site 
at this Church remains inside, while 
the homeless community and advo¬ 
cates contemplate their next action. 
And, the politicians, social service 
providers, and bureaucrats, contin¬ 
ue to silence or ignore the move¬ 
ment of the poor and homeless in 
our community. 


San Francisco homeless protest new ‘poverty court’ 

“It’s just shameful that being poor in this country makes one a pariah.” 

— David Cohen 


By JACK HIRSCHMAN 

April 24, 2007—A demonstra¬ 
tion of San Francisco’s homeless 
and their advocates wound through 
the downtown area, finishing in the 
famed Bodeker Park. It was a spir¬ 
ited demo targeting a new dracon¬ 
ian level of criminalization of the 
poor on the part of Mayor Gavin 
Newsom, who proposed and appar¬ 
ently already funded the creation of 
Poverty Court. 

Any person found sleeping, sit¬ 
ting on the ground, vending, camp¬ 
ing or soliciting for prostitution 


would immediately be subject to an 
overnight stay in jail and/or face the 
court. 

This Manhattan-copycat court 
would ostensibly direct the arrested 
person to helpful services, but ser¬ 
vices in San Francisco already are 
clogged, and one can see the old 
dirty hand of electioneering (the 
Mayor is up for re-election this year). 

Instead of using the Million Dol¬ 
lars or more in funding the Court, 
the demonstrators demanded that 
such funds be used for services 
without the onus of criminalization, 
and for affordable housing for all, 



Jack Hirschman (right) at Pover¬ 
ty Court protest, photo/james keys 


which despite the Mayor’s past 
words, remains a pie in the sky out 
of the reach of most of the poor. 


HERE COME 

Here come the judge again, 
as if the poor and homeless 
weren’t criminalized enough. 

Here come the paramilitary Court 
to make sure the streets are swept 
of every bit of spontaneous life, 

of every walking finger crying out, 
J’ACCUSE: you’ve already picked 
our pockets and drummed it into 

society’s weak brains that we’re 
the sickies, not the system, 
we’re the alkies, not the profit- 

guzzling drunkards of black gold, 
we’re the junkies, not those 
gunmen of “lawn order” who wanna 

mow down what little green is left. 

We’re the beggars, can you spare 
some REAL change, we mean change 

that’ll do away with the violence 
of your fix on lucre, on saving 
the dying carcass of capitalism 

at any cost, and begin to burn with 
the fire of collective care. 

We’re the homeless, we don’t need 

your half-assed reforms that sick 
more cops on our punishing suffering. 

We don’t need your poisoned band-aids 

or the lie that we’re sicker than you. 

We’re the homeless. We’ll never vanish 
until you change the way money rules, 

and you won’t, you can’t, but we can 
and will, and that’s why we say to your 
new criminalization: You’re arrested 

before you even begin hauling one of us 
before your kangaroo court; you’re 
nipped in the bud by our truth. 

—Jack Hirschman, Poet Laureate, 
San Francisco 
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Millions of dollars for Fresno’s 
homeless doesn’t reach them 


BY MIKE RHODES 


Editor's note: Below are excerpts 
from an article by Mike Rhodes, Editor 
of the Community Alliance Newspaper 
at fresnoalliance.com/home. 

FRESNO, Calif.— Want to know 
one of Fresno’s dirtiest little secrets? 
Take a look at the photo at right. This 
homeless encampment costs taxpayers 
a million dollars a year. No, the money 



Big Sue had her property stolen by 
Fresno’s Rescue Mission. 
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is not spent to help the homeless get out 
of poverty and into a decent home. It is 
spent on emergency health care ser¬ 
vices, policing, and fattening the wal¬ 
lets of poverty pimps who run 
organizations that claim to be helping 
the homeless. We need a plan to end 
homelessness. What we have instead is 
the following. 

An example of how our tax dollars 
are misspent on “ending homelessness” 
is the Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) program which funnels the 
funds through a local coalition called the 
Fresno Madera Continuum of Care. Last 
month I attended their meeting with 
Dee, a homeless woman who asked me 
“how in the world is it possible for mil¬ 
lions of dollars to be coming to Fresno 
and not one dollar of it reaches us?” 

We found that social service groups 
represented at this meeting are applying 
for $4.9 million. The grant writer was 
being paid $5,000 to incorporate the 
HUD “Housing First” language into the 
funding requests. Representatives from 
Genesis, a foster care and group home 
facility, were at the meeting. Genesis 
wants some of the HUD money. The 
chief executive officer of Genesis and 


Toward creating a movement 


BY JEREMY WEIR ALDERSON 
(aka “Nobody”) 

Because they are the poorest of the 
poor, homeless people are the natural 
leaders of the struggle for economic hu¬ 
man rights. In recent months, “illegal” 
tent cities have sprung up in St. Peters¬ 
burg, Florida; Spokane, Washington; Ar¬ 
eata, California, and elsewhere. Important 
organizing efforts are going forward in 
New Orleans, Nashville, and Fresno to 
name just a few places. The American 
public is largely sympathetic. All that’s 
missing is a unified sense of direction. 

It’s missing, in part, because some of 
the most prominent advocacy groups 
are trying to lead people down the 
wrong path. A case in point is The Na¬ 
tional Alliance to End Homelessness 
(NAEH), the homelessness prevention 
group loved by politicians and lobby¬ 
ists. The NAEH supported Clinton’s 
“Welfare Reform,” and provided the 
model for the various ten-year plans to 
end chronic homelessness that the Bush 
Administration is foisting on communi¬ 
ties across the country. These plans em¬ 
phasize partnership with the business 
community, so little things like univer¬ 
sal health care and a living wage are off 
the table. Beyond that, the entire con¬ 


cept of a ten-year plan is phony. Didn’t 
anybody notice how quickly homeless¬ 
ness can be created, you know, like by a 
hurricane? 

The NAEH just uses the poor to prop 
up the system that creates poverty. Fol¬ 
lowing their lead means fighting for the 
privilege of being oppressed. 

Another example not to follow is the 
one provided by the various homeless 
coalitions. These organizations have 
proved that the road to hell is paved 
with good intentions. The Colorado 
Coalition for the Homeless (CCH), 
which operates a clinic and even builds 
housing, paid for these operations with 
around $22 million, of which about $15 
million came from government grants. 
Not surprisingly, in the process of cozy- 
ing up to government money, the CCH 
got cozy with government policy. They 
endorsed Denver’s anti-panhandling, 
anti-loitering and anti-camping laws, 
and John Parvensky, the CCH’s presi¬ 
dent, even opposed the grassroots Den¬ 
ver Tent City Initiative, which might 
have gotten more than 100 people off 
the streets. Parvensky remains the board 
vice-president of the National Coalition 
for the Homeless, casting a shadow 
over even that organization. 

So where do we go from here? My 


her sister are currently on trial for em¬ 
bezzlement. The charge is that they 
used their Genesis corporate credit card 
to buy personal items, like expensive 
clothes, fine dining, country club fees, 
and vacations. They are accused of em¬ 
bezzling over $500,000 from the 
agency. Could the millions have been 
better spent providing a place for home¬ 
less people to go during the heat wave 
last summer? Several homeless people 
died that summer from the heat while 
the poverty pimps were basking in the 
Cancun sun. 

Even agencies funded to provide 
front line services to the homeless are 
failing them. The Rescue Mission is 
taking and destroying homeless peo¬ 
ples’ property. People living on public 
land around the Rescue Mission report 


that their tents, medicine, clothing, false 
teeth, and just about everything they 
own is taken by Rescue Mission staff 
and thrown away. One group who stood 
up against this injustice went into the 
Rescue Mission, jumped into the dump¬ 
ster, and recovered a homeless person’s 
property. As they were leaving, the 
group was questioned by the police. 
Shouldn’t the police be on the side of 
justice and defend the interests of those 
who have been injured? 

The City of Fresno has made changes 
in their homelessness policy, but more 
is needed. Starting next month, the 
Community Alliance will begin detail¬ 
ing a fair and achievable plan to end 
homelessness and bring back dignity 
and respect to the people living on the 
hard streets of Fresno. Stay tuned. 



Homeless encampment in Fresno. 
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feeling is that in order to create a uni¬ 
fied movement, we need a set of prin¬ 
ciples by which we can distinguish 
ourselves from our outright oppo¬ 
nents and the people who falsely 
speak in our name. My organization, 
the Homelessness Marathon, adopted 
such a set of principles. Here it is: 

1. The most severe forms of poverty 
must be addressed on an emergency 
basis. 

2. National efforts to eliminate 
poverty must be funded through the na¬ 
tional budget and focus on changes in 
the system, not in the poor. 

These changes should include: 

• A universal living wage and universal 
health care. 

• A full employment economy. 

• Investment in public housing and 


public transportation 

• Benefits for the truly needy that truly 
keep them out of need. 

• Fair taxes on corporations and 
wealth. 

• Recognition of food, shelter, health 
care and education as the rights of 
citizens. 

3. Within these guidelines we support 
a wide variety of approaches to poverty, 
including approaches based on charity, 
personal uplift, supportive services and 
economic opportunity. 

No doubt there’s room for improve¬ 
ment, but I’m hoping it’s a start. Surely 
the first step in creating a movement has 
got to be knowing what it stands for. 
Jeremy Alder son is the founder 
of the Homeless Marathon 
(homelessmarathon.org). 
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THE DISAPPEARING OF THE POOR 

“It’s like you don’t even exist; you are invisible 
to the system.” — Lynne Tillman 



Lynne Tillman is a homeless mother 
living in Atlanta with her 13-year old 
son, Kwadjo. She has worked as a truck 
driver and as a rigger in the entertain¬ 
ment industry until she sustained a back 
injury, and now works part-time as a 
seamstress and at whatever job she can 
find available. She refuses to reside in a 
shelter because she is afraid they will 
take her son away from her. When her 
purse was stolen, she went through the 
incredible process that thousands like 
her go through every day. When you are 
poor or homeless, it is almost impossi¬ 
ble to get your identity back. You be¬ 
come invisible, condemned to a 
condition of perpetual poverty, outside 
the system. Lynne tells her story here, 
and it is the story of what it means to be 
poor in America. 

People’s Tribune: You speak of an 
“identity” crisis for many of the poor 
and homeless in Atlanta. What do you 
mean by that? 

Lynne Tillman: For whatever rea¬ 
son, when someone who is poor or 
homeless loses their ID, such as a Dri¬ 
ver’s license, then they have to get an¬ 
other one, which can be expensive, and 

‘Housing is a 

By Ted Quant 

I caught the ferry back to my side of 
the river after the Algiers Festival on 
the West Bank of New Orleans. As I 
stood by the railing enjoying the view 
of the Mississippi River and the skyline 
of the city, a couple came over and we 
struck up a conversation. As is custom¬ 
ary now, they asked,”How did you 
make out in the Storm?” I said I lived in 
Gentilly, and they gave a knowing nod. 
“Lost everything, huh?” “Yeah, but I 
am doing alright now. I got an SB A 
loan and bought a modular house and 
soon I will be moving back to my 
neighborhood. How about you?” 

“As of last Friday, we are homeless,” 
the man said. Danny and Una ex¬ 
plained to me that Jefferson Parish (a 
New Orleans suburb) passed an ordi¬ 
nance that people had to get out of trail¬ 
ers, and trailers would be removed from 
certain communities by March 30. The 
authorities had come and thrown them 
and their belongings into the street. 

There are over 12,000 families living 
in trailers and trailer parks in Louisiana. 
They are treated like prisoners in some 
of these parks and are subject to be 
thrown out at a moment’s notice. Re¬ 
cently, for example, 58 families at the 


then the system sets up all of these 
roadblocks to deny you ID or to prolong 
the process. In my own case, I lost my 
ID when my purse was stolen, I had to 
send back to Kansas City for my birth 
certificate, and it had to be a certified 
birth certificate, not just a copy. My 
name had been changed, so I had to get 
a certified name change. It just goes on 
and on. 

In the meantime, you are caught in an 
invisibility trap. In order to escape from 
poverty you need to get a job, but with¬ 
out ID you can’t get a job. To get off the 
streets, you need housing, but without 
ID you can’t get housing. To keep from 
starving, you need food assistance, but 
without ID you can’t get food stamps. It 
is almost like the system is deliberately 
setting up all of these roadblocks to 
keep you permanently locked out. 

People’s Tribune: What are you do¬ 
ing to survive now? 

Lynne Tillman: It is a struggle. I am 
afraid to stay in a shelter because I have 
a wonderful son whom I am afraid they 
could take away from me, and I can’t 
lose him. I am home-schooling him for 
the same reason. Without ID you also 

human right’ 

Yorkshire trailer park were evicted— 
their lives disrupted again. 

While trailers are not the answer to 
the crisis, they are all that some people 
have now as an alternative to homeless¬ 
ness. We need affordable housing now. 
This is not just a Gulf coast problem; it 
is a national problem. Since the 1980s, 
government funding for housing has 
been repeatedly cut. HUD’s budget has 
dropped 65 percent since 1978, from 
over $83 billion to $29 billion in 2006. 
HUD has spent $0 on new public hous¬ 
ing, while more than 100,000 public 
housing units have been lost to demoli¬ 
tion, sale, or other removal in the last 
ten years. At the same time, more than 
600,000 identified homeless students 
went to public schools in the 2003-2004 
school year. 

Low-income residents in New Or¬ 
leans cannot come back home because 
they can’t afford the housing. Neither 
can police officers, teachers, childcare 
providers and many others. In 2006 
the median price of a house in New Or¬ 
leans was $174,000. NHC estimates it 
would take a $59,778 salary to afford 
such a house. 

Many can’t afford the rents either. 
The median rent for a 1 bedroom apart¬ 
ment is $804, and $940 for a 2 bed- 


Kwadjo Tillman and his mother Lynne. 

can’t get a driver’s license, so I can’t 
work as a truck driver anymore. I am 
skilled as a seamstress, so I do that, but 
it is only part-time. That doesn’t pay 
enough for us to afford any decent 
housing. Even with help from friends 
and the agencies, we have had to live in 
people’s basements, or in housing with 
no heat, no stove or refrigerator, and 
with a leaky roof. 

People’s Tribune: And you say that 
you are not alone, that there are millions 
in the same boat as you? 

Lynne Tillman: Yes. It’s like the 
whole system is trying to disappear the 
poor. If you can’t see the poor, then they 
don’t exist. The whole perception is that 
if you are not needed, then you are not 
wanted. If you don’t produce, then you 
have no value as a human being. The 
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poor and homeless in this country are 
becoming like a Third World country; 
we are consumers with no money. But 
if we have no money, how can we con¬ 
sume? You’re outside the gate. This 
country was founded on slavery, and it 
looks almost like we are getting back to 
that. Many of those who lose their ID 
wind up in prison, where they are 
forced to work for nothing. 

People’s Tribune: So what needs to 
happen? 

Lynne Tillman: We need to get our 
identity back. We do exist, and we do 
have value as human beings. 

Interview conducted by Gloria and 
John Slaughter. 


says New Orleans activist 



St. Bernards Housing Project residents break the fence and return to re¬ 
claim their homes in New Orleans recentlly. 
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room. You need $15.46 an hour for a 
one bedroom, and $18.08 for a 2 bed¬ 
room, according to NHC. 

On Monday morning, Danny and Una 
will begin calling for help. They must 
beg for charity because our government 


does not recognize any claim based in 
human decency or economic justice that 
would insure housing as a fundamental 
human right for its citizens. 

Housing is a basic need for survival. 
It is a human right. 
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Journey for Justice spotlights 
homelessness and lack of health care 

By Sandy Perry 

The Journey for Justice 
traveled from the mean 
street corners of the 
California Central Valley 
to the lofty halls of power 
from April 14-21. 

A grassroots caravan of poor and 
working people, its message was to 
house the homeless, heal the sick, free 
the prisoners, and clean up the air pollu¬ 
tion that is strangling the Valley. As 
Rev. Floyd Harris of the National Net¬ 
work in Action stated, its purpose was 
“to educate to motivate, to organize to 
mobilize, to energize to take communi¬ 
ties to a higher level.” Everywhere it 
sought to empower, unite, and encour¬ 
age communities to demand govern¬ 
ment accountability for the basic 
welfare of the people. 

California’s Central Valley is the sec¬ 
ond poorest area in America after Mis¬ 
sissippi. At the same time, it is the most 
conservative area and blocks the move¬ 
ment for justice in the entire state. 

In Merced, the Journey brought to¬ 
gether environmental and health care 
leaders, Labor Party members, and 
community ministries. It met with the 
homeless in Sacramento, Stockton, Tur¬ 
lock, and Fresno. It spoke to city coun¬ 
cil members in Merced and Fresno and 
legislators in Sacramento. It met with 
people fighting clinic closures in Tulare 
County. 

Everywhere in the Valley people are 
battling just to survive. In Turlock we 
met a grandmother who had been living 
in her car for three years and struggling 
with diabetes, because her insulin med¬ 
ication kept spoiling from lack of re¬ 
frigeration. In Fresno we found the 
homeless living in a large tent city on G 
Street, not as a protest, but because 
there was nowhere else to go. 

Dr. Ali Razapour spoke to the Jour¬ 
ney on the movement for a national 
health care plan. He described how our 
society is like the human body. If one 
organ is sick, the whole body suffers. In 
society, if one person is suffering, then 
emotionally and spiritually we all feel 
it, or else we are not truly human. 

Dr. Razapour invited us to a candle¬ 
light vigil that night for the students 
slain at Virginia Tech. He spoke out 
against the government mental health 
cuts that contributed to the tragedy. 

Pastor Scott Wagers pointed out in 
Fresno that although our numbers are 
few today, and Pharaoh’s power is 
great, he saw new Moseses sprouting 



This graph shows that the U.S. Housing and Urban Development budget has fallen from over $83 billion in 1978 to 
$29 billion in 2006. HUD has spent no money on new public housing, while more than 100,000 public housing units 
have been last in the last 10 years. graph/western regional advocacy project 


up everywhere. Moses won the 
victory in the end, he reminded us, 
because God hears the cries of our 
people. 

The Fresno homeless and their 
allies showed us the way. Together 
for over a year they fought outra¬ 
geous persecution, marched, testi¬ 
fied, organized, wrote articles, 
filed lawsuits, spoke out on the 
Homeless Marathon, and used the 
internet. As result, on the very day 
we were there, they forced the 
stiff-necked Mayor of Fresno to 
relent and agree against his will to 
meet their most basic of human 
needs—portable toilets. 

Their tactic of demanding that 
government meet their needs is 
the key to the whole movement 
for housing, health care, and end¬ 
ing poverty. The Journey for Jus¬ 
tice vowed to spread that lesson 
throughout the Valley in the years 
to come. “I see a vision of justice 
fighters stretched in a human chain 
all the way from Bakersfield to 
Sacramento,” said Gloria 
Hernandez, one of the Journey 
organizers. 


We Need Universal Health Care 

By Ben Cardoza, Journey for Justice 

I have been living with type one diabetes since 1976. Having worked 
30 years non-stop, I was blessed to have health insurance, care of my 
employers. Some years ago I lost my medical insurance and was forced 
to rely on Valley Medical Center to keep my diabetes under control with 
an AIC hemoglobin averaging at least 6.5 or 7. The current condition of 
our medical care system is devastating, thanks to our insurance compa¬ 
nies and state, government, and local politicians, and of course, pharma¬ 
ceutical corporation thieves. Our children, senior citizens, and all those 
throughout the USA without any medical insurance have surpassed 
a state of emergency. It is time to provide all human beings with effective 
medical insurance, and even more so for those who are homeless. 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

Speakers for a New America brings you front-line fighters 
against homelessness and poverty. They inspire discussion 
about the cause of homelessness and put forth solutions. 
Call today to find out about our wide array of speakers. 

VISIT www.speakersforanewamerica.com • EMAIL info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

CALL 800-691-6888 
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ICE agents rounded up people at a shopping mall in Chicago’s Mexican community in April, and people in the communty came out to protest. 
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Take a stand in 
defense of 
human rights 
and democracy 

From the Editors 

On April 24, the Department of 
Homeland Security’s Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement branch (ICE) 
carried out an outrageous act of intimi¬ 
dation in Chicago’s Mexican communi¬ 
ty of Little Village. An ICE “Special 
Response Team,” armed with automatic 
weapons, surrounded a shopping mall, 
sealed the exits, and rounded up about 
150 shoppers, vendors and passersby. 
Some 16 people were arrested. 


Officials said the raid was aimed at 
people suspected of selling fake identi¬ 
fication, but community residents and 
activists saw it as designed to intimidate 
the community ahead of the planned 
May 1 nationwide immigration march¬ 
es. Residents vowed they would not be 
stopped from marching, and hundreds 
later came out to protest the raid. 

There is no doubt this latest act of 
terrorism by the government was aimed 
at intimidating people, but there is more 
than this to the ongoing nationwide as¬ 
sault on immigrant workers. This as¬ 
sault on immigrants is an attack on 
everyone’s basic human rights, and it is 
the opening battle of a war to establish 
fascism in the U.S. 

The giant corporations that own and 
control this country know that, because 
of the globalization of production and 
the use of labor-replacing technology, 
they cannot provide a job at a living 
wage for everyone who needs one, doc¬ 


umented or undocumented. The corpo¬ 
rations are terrified that, as economic 
conditions worsen, the workers will 
unite as a class in the U.S. and across 
borders and demand that society be re¬ 
structured to serve their needs. Under 
these conditions, the corporate rulers of 
the U.S. cannot continue to allow 
democracy. They must move the coun¬ 
try toward fascism. A key part of their 
strategy is to unite the American people 
behind a fascist program by turning cit¬ 
izens against immigrants. 

Those of us who must sell our labor 
power to live are part of one class, and 
our class has no borders. By globalizing 
production, the corporations have glob¬ 
alized the working class. There is no 
such thing as an “illegal” human being. 
Any of us could find ourselves having 
to migrate to find work to feed our fam¬ 
ilies. We are not each other’s enemies; 
the corporations that are plunging us all 
into poverty are the real enemy. 


The immigrant workers, like all 
workers, are just trying to feed their 
families and find a way to give their 
children a future. It is immoral for us to 
stand by and say nothing while these 
raids are carried on, families are sepa¬ 
rated, and people are arrested for the 
“crime” of trying to make a living un¬ 
der a system that is steadily denying a 
living to all of us. If we watch while 
gangs of armed men round up people in 
the streets, who will be next? 

Civil liberties and human rights can¬ 
not be denied to one sector of society 
without ultimately denying them to 
everyone. We must draw a line now and 
wage a fight for democracy and human 
rights. This is more than a fight to sim¬ 
ply keep what little freedom we have 
now; it is a fight to prevent open tyran¬ 
ny from descending on our country, and 
a struggle to build a new society, free of 
poverty and oppression. 


Attack on Medicaid hits everyone 


By Joyce Mills RN and 
Sal Sandoval MD MPH 


Your local newpaper probably covered the new ID 
requirement for Medicaid recipients, even if it was not 
given front page coverage. This requirement is part of 
the 2006 Deficit Reduction Act which was widely 
touted as a way to keep “illegal immigrants” from re¬ 
ceiving Medicaid. Instead, “The largest adverse effect 
of this policy has been on people who are American 
citizens,” stated the director of the Dept, of Human 
Services of Iowa. From across the country come re¬ 
ports of delayed or canceled surgeries, missed immu¬ 
nizations for children, women going without prenatal 
care, and many other obstacles, since the new rule be¬ 
gan to be enforced. 

Does it seem that this is simply a case of govern¬ 
ment officials being just a little too zealous in trying to 
save scarce resources for Americans by excluding sus¬ 
pected “illegal aliens”? 

Well think again. 

The undocumented and even legal residents are 
generally ineligible for Medicaid and children’s pro¬ 
grams such as SCHIP (State Children’s Health Insur¬ 


ance Programs). Legal residents were excluded from 
Medicaid by the Democrat-sponsored 1996 Personal 
Responsibility Act. Health care expenditures for im¬ 
migrants are $1139 as opposed to $2546 for U.S. citi¬ 
zens, indicating underutilization, according to a report 
of the Democratic staff of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

It is true that all of this is happening at a time when 
states are struggling with dwindling resources, rising 
poverty rates, and increased demand for services. In 
this environment, government policies in the interests 
of the moneyed interests they serve are actually creat¬ 
ing this situation, and the undocumented become a 
convenient scapegoat. 

As a case in point, we could have universal, quality 
health care today. However, the powerful insurance 
and pharmaceutical company lobbies prevent any 
meaningful reform. For example, despite the fact that 
Medicaid has historically been under-funded and 
looked down upon as second rate care, it features 
prominently in many state and national health care re¬ 
form proposals, promoted by insurance companies 
and other business interests. These proposals usually 
include mandatory health insurance and employer 


mandates. Medicaid has been cut $28 billion over 10 
years, with another $12 billion in cuts proposed. How 
will more be covered with less? 

All the Democrat and Republican incremental pro¬ 
posals preserve the domination of insurers, even 
though the private insurance corporations are the root 
of the problem. The Government Accounting Office 
has stated that their $300 billion in overhead and prof¬ 
it could provide care for every person in the country, 
with money to spare. 

We must wake up to the fact that we have been lied 
to, and it is not just about weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion in Iraq. The undocumented are not the problem, 
but rather victims of the same greedy companies that 
uproot them from their livelihood in their homelands. 
These are the same companies that displace U.S. citi¬ 
zens from the decent jobs with benefits that they once 
felt entitled to. 

It is time to hold the government accountable and 
point our fingers at the real crooks. 

A Spanish version of this article will be published 
in our sister publication, the Tribuno del Pueblo. 
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Globalization and high technology, combined with a market economy, threaten the jobs of 
millions of people. photo/bob lee 


NO LONGER SAFE 


By Ann Patterson 

I am a young woman living 
in Minneapolis, a place where 
you could live your whole 
life and never know there 
were any poor or homeless 
people around. Walking 
through the poorest neighbor¬ 
hoods, the streets look clean, 
the grass is cut, and the hous¬ 
es are nice. It’s only when 
you go inside that you see the 
water is shut off or ten people 
are living in one bedroom. 
When you talk to people, you 
don’t think they understand 
that the impact of globaliza¬ 
tion could destroy what little 
they do have at any moment. 
That’s true even for people 
like me. 

We have a clean house, big 
front yard, grass cut, and two 
cars in the driveway. But we 
are poor. My husband and I 
have five children. Our com¬ 
bined income in a good year 
is $60,000. We’re doing great 
compared to families making 
$20,000 a year, but our bills 
are $4,000 a month and our 
combined take-home pay is 
$3,750. We struggle, but I 
thought I was safe. 


I graduated from high 
school, gave birth to my first 
daughter, and when I was 
desperate for a job, applied to 
the hospital across the street. 
By God’s grace I got the job. 

I was so proud. I worked like 
a dog and kissed ass for 16 
years, working my way up to 
Clinical Assistant of the Via- 
gara Piper Cancer Center. In 
16 years, I went from $6 to 
$16.75 an hour. I went 
through four sets of layoffs of 
300-400 people. Each time I 
held my breath, and chanted 
please God not me! And each 
time I made it through I felt 
that the amount of time I had 
invested made me safe. 

It was different this time. 
The four earlier layoffs were 
around strikes, RN strikes, 
tech strikes, and each time we 
had lots of notice. We all 
knew the least experienced 
and the lowest seniority 
would go. But two things 
made it different. In 2005, the 
hospital went live, meaning 
digital. With digital Xrays, 
digital charts, everything be¬ 
came easy. We didn’t think 
about how they didn’t need 
everyone. This time it was 


permanent. And instead of a 
month’s notice, we had twen¬ 
ty four hours! Our new hospi¬ 
tal President got rid of the 
expensive workers and those 
close to retirement. He got so 
excited about the millions he 
saved the hospital that he 
called a mandatory manager 
meeting where he boasted for 
an hour! 

I titled this “No Longer 
Safe,” because that’s the les¬ 
son I learned. My safety rug 
was pulled out from under 
me. I might be the next to be 
ripped up and thrown away. I 
know now that no matter how 
much ass-kissing or years of 
dedication, my whole life 
could be sacrificed for the 
hospital’s bottom line. And 
with five children, the feeling 
that I may some day not be 
able to take care of them 
makes me die a little inside. I 
know now that there are mil¬ 
lions like me. I think we 
should no longer suffer in si¬ 
lence. I intend to keep telling 
my story and the stories of 
my friends, and I invite you 
to do the same. We need to 
wake up others before it’s too 
late. 


THE FUTURE 
IS UP TO US! 

Editor’s note: This column is excerpts 
from the book, “The Future Is Up To 
Us: A Revolutionary Talking Politics 
with the American People,” by Nelson 
Peery. Send your thoughts to 
info@peoplestribune.org. To order the 
book, send $12 to Speakers for a New 
America Books, c/o People’s Tribune, 

P.0. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654- 
3524. 

How do we reach 
young people? 

To reach the young people, we’ve got to reach them 
with a vision. The revolutionary movement is not go¬ 
ing to grab the young people on the basis of their 
poverty. The only way to get hold of young people, 
say of thirty and under, is as visionaries. It’s up to 
them to create this new world. To do this, though, we 
have to tell them what they are going to have to do. 

One, they have to accept an ideology that says they 
are less important than the movement as a whole. The 
strength of the bourgeois ideology is exactly the oppo¬ 
site. It says, “The hell with all that! I’m all about me.” 

We have a big job to do and yet the young people 
are the most open to revolutionary ideology. We sim¬ 
ply have to tell them, “Look, you can either sink down 
further, or take the steps that involve a certain amount 
of sacrifice, which isn’t sacrifice at all, for a cause. 
What choice do you have? You either contribute or 
end up as a police statistic.” 

The first step is to live the kind of life that allows you 
to contribute. Do some reading and studying and be an 
example to the people you associate yourself with. 
Learn to exemplify the revolution. Some people try to 
make that example by wearing leather jackets or black 
boots. What attracted me to the movement was the in¬ 
telligence, straightforwardness and social activity of the 
communists. It wasn’t their leather jackets. I can re¬ 
member a time you could spot a communist woman a 
mile away. She had a black leather jacket and motor¬ 
cycle boots. That attracted few people. The thing that 
attracted me was that they were socially active. They 
kept their nose clean. I don’t mean from the law, but 
they didn’t get involved in things where their neighbors 
would say, “I don’t want my kid around them.” 

One of the major things that attracted people was 
that revolutionaries had a purpose. They were into 
something; they were doing something. Above every¬ 
thing else we learned to live a life that did not contra¬ 
dict what we are trying to do. You don’t have to be a 
monk. Dance, drink your beer, drag race, do whatever 
you want to do but do it in such a way that it doesn’t 
contradict the goal. 

For the revolution, as for life itself, the tasks of the 
young people are the same.They’ve got to learn to be 
whatever they are trying to be. A youth movement 
must learn how to create the new world they are going 
to occupy. People over sixty are not going to have too 
long a time in this new world; they are not going to 
create it.They can help prepare the youth, and help 
them prepare themselves for this new world. This is 
the reason we want to organize the youth. 

We cannot build a revolutionary youth movement 
with those who are simply incensed with the system. 
We concentrate too much upon trying to build with 
people who are angry with the system. We don’t need 
malcontents, we need thinkers with a vision of the 
kind of world that is possible. 
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Michigan Welfare Rights issues call to action around 
access to water and ending homelessness 


From the Editors 

The $100 Billion water industry in America 
is growing fast! The giant corporations are 
set to make mountains of profit by privatiz¬ 
ing the publicly owned water systems in the 
U.S. Who will afford the soaring rates? Hu¬ 
man beings must have water! We think the 
only solution is for society to take over 
these giant corporations and make them 
public property. Send the People’s Tribune 
your water stories and ideas. Write PT, 

PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 or email 
info @ peoplestribune. org 

Demanding water in Detroit, photo/mwro 



The following was excerpted from the 
Michigan Welfare Rights Organization 
website at www.mwro.org. 

Michigan Welfare Rights is issuing a 
“Call to Action.” Most critical to the 
survival of thousands is access to free 
and clean drinking water, a requirement 
for life. The Water Affordability Plan 
has been mired in bureaucratic madness 
since it was submitted for review and 
passage by the Detroit City Council. 
The Water Dept, administration has hi¬ 
jacked the Plan by treacherous methods. 
Endless memos and empty correspon¬ 
dences have been issued and responded 
to week after week while the Dept, con¬ 
tinues its diabolical pattern of cutting 
water off at thousands of homes, month 
after month. 

The second part of the “Call to Ac¬ 
tion” involves the other great crisis we 
suffer, which is the rising homelessness. 
What sense does it make to have 21,000 
or more homeless people in our area, 
and 44,000 vacant properties also stand¬ 
ing, many of which are livable, owned 
by the State of Michigan? 

We are proposing direct action of 
both these fronts. We will be organizing 
efforts to move homeless people into 
these properties, and will also organize 
the escrow accounts to pay for our oc¬ 
cupancy. We need carpenters to help 
restore these homes. We need plumbers 
to help restore these homes. We need 
seniors to help sew curtains and bake 


casseroles to help feed these families 
when they first move in. We need 
lawyers to help get Welfare Rights 
members out of jail when we defy the 
banks and move our people inside. We 
need Judges to release us. We need Po¬ 
lice Officers to refuse to arrest us. We 
need students to ring the properties and 
help kick in doors. We need locksmiths 
to help us install new locks on these 


doors. We need organized homeless 
providers to get on this page and work 
to end this scandalous condition. We 
need the clergy who truly believe in a 
higher power, to forsake the safety of 
their warm, inside pulpits to be the bar¬ 
rier in front of us when the forces of 
evil come to bring us pain. 

We either organize to save our com¬ 
munity, our people, our city, our state 


and our country, or we stand and watch 
as slow and consuming death picks us 
off, one by one. Stand with us, and let 
us not fall for systematic suffering not 
another damned moment! 

Maureen D. Taylor, State Chair ; 
Michigan Welfare Rights Organization. 


Courts protect doctors in Kalamazoo malpractice suit 


By Sandra Reid 

KALAMAZOO, Mich. - Rev. 
Joseph Anderson is a civil rights leader 
who, after eight years, is still fighting 
for justice in one of the biggest mal¬ 
practice suits against corporate doctors 
in Kalamazoo’s history. His wife, a 
school teacher, suffered a stroke shortly 
after the birth of their twins. “Despite 
repeated calls about my wife’s disori¬ 
ented and lethargic condition, and after 
two trips to the emergency room, the 
doctor refused to believe she had more 
than a migraine and prescribed a pain 
killer. The medicine was wrong. It 
made her blood pressure get higher and 
higher. I rushed her to the emergency 
room after her blood pressure doubled. 
She was diagnosed with a hypertensive 
bleed in her brain,” said Anderson. 

After the diagnosis, a surgeon left 
Rev. Anderson’s wife in a hospital bed 
for seven days awaiting surgery for a 
neurological stent. “I was distraught 
with two infant babies and was unaware 



Rev. Anderson. 
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until after the trial when a hospital 
nurse notified me that my wife should 
have had the stent put in immediately.” 
He found out later that his lawyer re¬ 
fused to put the surgeon’s name in the 
suit because he was a friend of the doc¬ 
tor. “My wife is now paralyzed and 
mentally impaired, unable to care for 
her basic needs. I have lost my business 
and livelihood and my wife has suffered 
like an animal,” he said. 


Anderson’s malpractice suit pitted 
him squarely against a local power 
structure that is one with Kalamazoo’s 
big corporations. Both doctors owned 
shares in a medical corporation and the 
surgeon was its former CEO. “I’ve 
heard he makes $10 million a year. 
And I know from others in the commu¬ 
nity whose family members were 
butchered by this doctor that he is al¬ 
legedly a substance abuser,” said An¬ 
derson. “The judge wouldn’t allow a 
mediation hearing prior to the trial 
which is unheard of in medical mal¬ 
practice suits. When the surgeons came 
in, they locked the court doors.” The 
jury, which was all-white, refused to 
look at the evidence. They believed the 
doctor was guilty of negligence, but 
said he didn’t do it on purpose.” 

“After the trial, hospital people called 
saying they were afraid they wouldn’t be 
able to work if they stepped forward. 
There was a lot of fear. A juror went 
through over 47 “Andersons” in the 
phone book to locate me. She said they 


were greatly influenced by the jury fore¬ 
man. The court had stopped deliberations 
after the deadlock, saying the foreman 
was a banker and had to work. When he 
returned, he was vehemently against us 
and swung jurors. I later saw him stock¬ 
ing shelves at Walmart. I filed a motion 
for a new trial. The Judge said he was 
personal friend of the doctor and resigned 
from the case. A second judge said we 
were not given a fair trial but he did not 
want to touch this because it could end 
his career. He apologized to my wife on 
record. The latest judge would not let me 
put any motions in court. 

“They didn’t think I had the guts to 
fight. When the white establishment 
tells the pastors to stop fighting, they 
mean it. The large corporations and 
people of prominence and money have 
taken control and are running the coun¬ 
try. The voice of average person is not 
heard. When a court system and corpo¬ 
rations take the rights of Americans, we 
all need to stand up. That is why I fight, 
for my family and for everyone.” 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, MICH. 


By Rev. Edward Pinkney 

While the United States celebrates 
over 200 years of the obliteration of the 
slave trade, the city of Benton Harbor 
of the County of Berrien, in the state of 
Michigan, is trapped in a time warp of 
monumental proportions. 

All world citizens should know how 
corrupt Berrien County’s legal system 
is. It is a danger to every traveler, visitor 
and guest worker who takes the risky 
step of entering Berrien County territo¬ 
ry. Just ask the families of Hispanic 
prisoners who were not even informed 
that their loved ones were arrested. 
Many are serving long prison terms in 
the Michigan prison system after being 
jailed on flimsy tainted evidence from 
law enforcement. 

The reality is that Berrien County, 
which proclaims itself the land of free¬ 
dom, has one of the most dishonest, 
dangerous and corrupt legal systems of 
any developed nation. The corruption is 
well known, but also well hidden by the 
media. The news media of Berrien 
County is corporate owned. The media 
companies are afraid of reprisal from 
powerful corporations, and of the social 
response that would come from expos¬ 
ing the truth. 

The starting point for understanding 
Berrien County is to digest the fact that 
the United States of America, the land 
of the free, has 25 percent of all prison¬ 
ers in the entire world. Many are inno¬ 
cent and arrested by police, prosecutors 
and judges who have no concern if they 
are an innocent person. They just do not 
care. When a crime is committed, they 
try to arrest somebody, just to say they 
got the “bad guy.” 

Police, prosecutors and judges do not 
like to admit they made a mistake. Once 
they arrest you, they try to make up and 
plant evidence to help convict you. A 
common trick is to take other criminals 
who are facing jail on other charges and 
get them to be false witnesses against 
you. The police also like to pile on 
charges. The ideal is to charge you with 
as many crimes as possible because it 
makes you look bad. There is also a 
huge amount of bribery in the courts in 


America. Nearly all bribes are given to 
judges by lawyers. This is considered 
the safe way to bribe a judge. Bribery is 
rarely spoken about, but understood. 

The only people who can expect fair¬ 
ness in American courts are the rich and 
big corporations—nobody else matters 
to American judges and prosecutors. 
No one should ever be fooled by their 
propaganda. The system is broken. It is 
the Haves against the Have-Nots, Rich 
against the Poor and Corporations 
against you and I. They are attacking all 
of us for the same reason. The jobs are 
gone. They can no longer profit from 
our labor. We all suffer political oppres¬ 
sion, economic exploitation and social 
degradation from the same enemy. We 
must say enough is enough. We either 
fight or die. 


Because he stood up against the corporations, phony “vote fraud” charges were 
brought against Rev. Pinkney. His sentencing is May 14 at 1:30 at the Berrien County 
Courthouse. Meet at 12 noon at Colfax and Maine St. in Benton Harbor for a mass 
demonstration and march across the St. Joseph bridge. 



Rev. Pinkney leading a march for justice in Benton Harbor. 
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Fight for Jean Klock Park has big implications 

This is not just about saving the Jean Klock Park. If they get approval to take this 
park, every green space across the country that has deed and federal grant protec¬ 
tions will be at risk. Many staff members of state agencies are not in favor of giv¬ 
ing this park to the Harbor Shores Developers [Whirlpool], It was the State of 
Michigan’s regulatory agency heads who signed Gov. Granholm's memo to 
Whirlpool’s CEO congratulating the company for their merger. In turn, all of the 
agency heads signed this memo pledging their support to make Harbor Shores 
become a reality; and that includes the park. Organizers who want to save the 
park and who are concerned about the dunes wetlands, nature and wildlife, 
call this number to discuss ways to help. Call 269-925-4880. Also go to 
www.savejeanklockpark.org 

— Carol Drake, vice president, Friends of Jean Klock Park 


Mary Carter, senior citizen of 
Benton Harbor, stands in the his¬ 
toric Jean Klock Park overlooking 
beautiful Lake Michigan. The Benton 
Harbor community has enjoyed 
festivities in the park. But, now, cor¬ 
porate developers are trying to turn 
it into an expensive golf course for 
the rich and lock out the community. 
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Nothing for the Homeless 

“We used to go out to the park and have festivals. They take all the fun away 
from us, take everything. It’s bad enough that the kids are forced to turn to gangs, 
drugs and violence. I used to run a homeless shelter. I opened my door to men, 
women, boys and children who didn’t have anywhere to go. In Benton Harbor, if 
a family is homeless, they may help her. But for the men, there is nothing. It is 
especially hard if they have no means of reading and writing. The president 
would rather spend millions on a war than with these homeless, loving citizens.” 

— Marquette Coates, Benton Harbor resident 
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READERS DISTRIBUTE 
PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! 

Benton Harbor’s homeless 
walked miles to get copies of 
the People’s Tribune. They want 
to get the news out! The June 
paper will highlight the 100 
Benton Harbor homes that have 
no water and how it’s part of 
Whirlpool’s plan to force families 
out for the “Development.” You 
can order bundles at 15 cents 
per copy. Call 800-691-6888. 
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